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Welcome – Ben Betts 

 

Introduction of officers for 2009 through 2010 

 Ben F. Betts, Jr.  President 

 Lamar Leynes  Vice President 

 Charlotte Harvey  Secretary/Treasurer 

 Edwin Duke   Historian 

 

Introduction of Advisory Committee 

 Sara Sue Alexander 

 Mary Louise Blount 

 Betty Jane Betts 

 Martha Howe 

 Patti Spooner,  

 Linda Scruggs 

 Nancy Suber 

 Madeline White Ex-0fficio 

 

President’s Address – Ben F. Betts, Jr. 

Cemetery Report 

 

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report – Charlotte Harvey 

 

Wedding Announcements 

 

Birth Announcements 

 

Military Recognitions 

 

Remembrances (2008-2009) 

William Elbert Spearman, Jr.  b. October 15, 1919 d. July 29, 2008 

James Allen Betts   b. July 28, 1949 d. November 5, 2008 

John William Bedenbaugh  b. May 17, 1941 d. December 12, 2008 

Henry Moore "H. M." Butler  b. December 29, 1925 d. December 21, 2008 

Rosa Lee Betts Mote   b. September 2, 1920 d. January 3, 2009 

John Charles Howell   b. May 25, 1945 d. January 11, 2009 

William S. "Bill" Higdon  b. August 7, 1969 d. February 8, 2009 

Katie Mildred Spearman Long  b. May 24, 1922 d. March 14, 2009 

Emmett Monroe Priest   b. March 3, 1916 d. March 19, 2009 

Gene Ware    b. February 2, 1930 d. April 25, 2009 

Harvey D. Bradshaw   b. August 25, 1932 d. August 19, 2009 

Barbara Jacqueline Swain Toole b. October 18, 1931 d. August 19, 2009 

 

Tributes   

 Margie Betts Granger 

 Surprise Tribute 

 

Bettstown Memories – Jack Brinkley 

 Parents: Pauline and Lonnie Brinkley 

 Jack grew up in Bettstown and currently owns the Brinkley Place. He was a member of Franklin as a youth 

and attended school in Faceville and Attapulgus. He served as a U.S. Air Force pilot, graduated law school 

from the University of Georgia and established practice in Columbus. He served many years as U. S. 

Congressman from Georgia’s Third district. 

 

Betts Book Update – Edwin Duke 

 

Calls and Letters: 

 Jeanette Patterson called me Monday, October 19, she has been in and out of the hospital this year, so please 
keep her in your thoughts and prayers. (912)925-4929/231 W. Montgomery Crossroads, Savannah, GA  

31406 
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Margie Lee Betts Granger 

 

August 18, 1918 

Parents: 

John Lee Betts  April 17, 1883 – July 20, 1957 

Leila Ada Cox  April 26, 1883 – May 25, 1965 

 

Siblings: 

Willard Frieson Betts  October 20, 1909 – July 31, 1985 

Susan Elma Betts Hagood October 18, 1914 – March 19, 2000 

 

Spouse: 

Melvin Nelson Granger   September 1, 1915 – February 26, 1993 

 

Children: 

Melvin George Granger   January 23, 1940 

Karen Ann Granger Ratcliffe  August 31, 1942 

Robert Lee Granger   April 16, 1944 

Sally Leila Granger Anderson  September 25, 1947 

Bonnie Rowena Granger   February 14, 1951 

 

Margie Betts Granger – My Mother 

By Bonnie Granger 

 

Her father John Lee Betts left his family temporarily to find work in CT at the Stiles & 

Reynolds Brick Yard in Berlin, Ct.  The son of the brickyard owner had come south to find workers 

for the business.  Uncle Bub went to CT to work in the brick yard also.   John Lee Betts came to 

CT about the spring of 1924. Mom and the rest of her family came north in Sept. of that year 

She said she was 6 years old which would confirm it to be Sept. 1924.  Ausmus and his 

father (Gunter) came up to Ct to work in the tobacco fields.  His father stayed and worked at the 

brick yard, but when the summer was thru Ausmus went back home.  They also visited with John Lee 

and his family.  Son Duke came to Ct to work in tobacco and met Maude Granger.  They married and 

she moved south with him. 

Maude's mother and father were deceased and when she moved south she took responsibility 

of her younger brother Melvin and raised him as her own in Faceville, GA. 

John Green came to visit his son John Lee in Ct quite a few times.  Throughout the years 

my mother, her parents and my father kept in touch with our relatives in Georgia and Florida.     

  

Unfortunately, mom doesn't really have a lot more to contribute to the family history 

other than her snippets of memories. 

  

Margie Lee Betts Granger and my father Melvin Nelson Granger had throughout the years kept 

in touch with all of their relatives in Faceville and Bainbridge, Georgia and Quincy, Florida  by  

visiting many times.  They always talked about our southern relatives.  On my last visit to 

Georgia I re-discovered that I have relatives from the Betts, Cox, Duke and Granger lineage.  I 

and my siblings are a combination of all of these families with a strong southern heritage 

of which we are very proud.    

I feel that we have come full circle.  My distant relatives traveled from CT to South 

Carolina and then settled in Georgia and yet another generation has traveled from Georgia back to 

settle in Connecticut again. 
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Nancy Louise Owens Suber 

 

February 19, 1940 

Parents: 

Sally Jewel Priest  April 3, 1919 – April 19, 1993 

Walter Durwood Owens  April 7, 1916 – December 25, 1966 

 

Siblings: 

John Durwood Owens  November 8, 1946 

 

Spouse: 

William Harvey Suber  July 26, 1939 

 

Children: 

William Harvey Suber, Jr.  June 25, 1964 

Virginia Priest Suber  October 31, 1966 

Hallie Isabelle Suber  May 24, 1971 

 

My brother, sister and I were approached about doing a Tribute to Momma and to honor her for all 

of the hard work and the things she has done for this church and in helping to prepare for the Betts 

Reunions. When asked to prepare this tribute, we were reminded of all of the things Momma has done up 

here at this church (of which she is not even a member) and all three of us (my Brother, Sister and I) 

really had no idea of all the things she had done. Granted, I knew she often helped out, but I had never 

really sat down and thought about it. 

 So, I got to thinking back and reminiscing about when I started coming to the Betts Reunions 

and this is what I recall. I remember when I was probably a pre-teen & teenager my Grandmother Sally 

Jewell Priest Owens inviting my Mom and our family to come to the Betts Reunion and we would never come. 

So every year after the Reunion, we would be at Granny’s house and she would talk about who was there, 

how much she enjoyed the day and how good the food was. The next year she would invite us again and we 

still didn’t go. This scenario went on for many years.  

 Granny passed away in the spring of 1993, and it seems like after that Momma had all of these 

family history questions she would want to ask Granny, but she couldn’t. It was around this time we got 

a computer with the internet. So, out of the blue Momma started getting into the family research and 

genealogy. She would look up family history on the internet and then she would say, “I wish Momma was 

here so I could ask her about so and so person or so and so family.” She began connecting with family 

members and finding out all sorts of interesting family facts.  

 Not long after that she started holding the Priest Reunions at our house. All of the out-of-

town people that would come she would tell them not to bring any covered dishes that she would make 

enough for everyone. So one thing led to another and it wasn’t long before we started coming to the 

Betts Reunions. Old friendships were rekindled and new ones made. Not long after we started coming, 

Momma got on the decorating committee. I don’t know if you all realize the months and hours and how many 

committee meetings have taken place each year. Just for this reunion! You’ve got to get the speaker, the 

flowers, invite everyone, make sure this room is decorated. The list goes on and on. But, I don’t think 

Mom has minded, because it gives her an excuse to have all of the planning committee over to coordinate 

and plan the reunion.  

 Over the years Mom got more and more interested in our family history, and she even invited a 

relative (she met over the internet) who lives in Washington State to come spend the weekend with her! 

Well, the rest of us--(our family) were just mortified that she would invite a stranger to come and 

stay. For all we knew that woman could have been an ax murderer. Well, the woman came and after all she 

wasn’t an ax murderer---They had a great time and a new friendship was started and we met a cousin we 

never knew we had! 

 Mom has brought the Betts Family and the Priest Family alive to me. It is nice to come here and 

have a speaker where we can learn about our family and the community here in Bettstown. We grew up in 

Quincy and at Lake Seminole and I don’t even think I knew where Bettstown was until we started coming to 

the Reunions. 

 My Brother, Sister and I kept my mom and dad on their toes! I don’t know how they did it and I 

often ask Momma. I'm amazed. She has even managed to get all 3 of us and our families here to the 

reunions, which is a big accomplishment! Mom also has 3 Grandsons whom she loves dearly.  

 For all you do, Mom, we wanted you to know that you are truly appreciated and loved. 


