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Holy Week Schedule

\

April 5

Procession of Palms, 10 a.m.

April 9
White Breakfast, 9:30 a.m..
g This is an ecumenical gathering

M/\MND'T' presented by United Methodist Women.
THURSDAY

April 12
Sunrise Service, 6 a.m. at IOOF Cemetery.

Worship at 10 a.m.



Mawch Chauwch Council Highlighty

1.
2.
3.

4,

5.

Palm Sunday and Easter Week plans are being made, including the White Breakfast on Maundy
Thursday and a brief Tenebrae service on Good Friday.

The church owes the IRS a large sum of money in unpaid withholding monies, and owes some back
wages to Pastor Kathy.

The church is asking the congregation to help pay the IRS debt by donating or making loans towards the
amount. Contact the office to help.

Trustees continue to tackle the church and parsonage structural problems as well as the church financial
problems.

The newsletter will include a larger calendar to let the congregation know of upcoming church events.

Comumittee Meeting Schedule

# %&

Want to Join the Church?

Pastor Kathy plans to receive new people into membership on Sunday, April 26. If
you're interested in joining the church, please let her know so she can schedule
your orientation session. If the 26th won’t work for you, Pastor Kathy would be glad
to schedule you for a different Sunday. You can reach Pastor Kathy at the church
office, at the parsonage (925-2157), or by email, pastor_umc@fairpoint.net.

United Methodist Womewn Circle Schedule

Bt s sssmsmsmsmana " Afternoon Circle e Evening Circle -
UMW General Meeting = -  \Wednesday, April15 = - Wednesday, April 15 -
" . 1:30 p.m. .. 7 p.m. .

Wednesday, April 1 =X . .

= _ Hostess: Jeannette Burt . = Hostess: Kay Forsythe .

11:30 a.m. - » Co-Hostess: Kay Forsythe * * Place: Pam Espeland -

" = Place: 816 E. Mountain View, = = 1070 Shushuskin .

E-Burg Pasta Company . * #5 .. Ridge Road .
. 962-9550 - 925-1644 .
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April 2009

Intergenerational Sunday School, 9 a.m
Sunday Worship Service at 10 a.m.

Nursery is available
A Fellowship Coffee hour follows

Sunw Mow Tue Wed, Thw Fri Sat
UMW Gen- |1 Faith Baptist |2 3 Bible 4
eral Mtg, Bible Study, Study at

Iglesia _ 11:30 a.m. @ | ' P{™ \glesia Hearthstone,
Apostolica, E-Burg < Apostolica, 11 a.m
Pasta Co. 6 p-m.
6 7 Faith Baptist |8 9 10 7’- 11
Kids, 5 p.m. i f
Barbara on vacatipn < - —§- — - — - I N _ _._._T'I”EZE) L. Frifley
Church White Breakfast,
Councill 7 p.m 9:30 a.m.
14 15| UMW 16 17 18
Cincles,
1:30 p.m. &
7 d-m.
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
% DEADLINE:
Newsletter Articles
26 27 28 29 30 May 1 2
Super 1
Sunday
3 4 5 ] 64 L/ 7 8 \/ 9
UMW General
Church Mtg., 11:30 a.m.
Council, 7 p.m. | @ Los Cabos

Please remember these congregations ivv your prayers this montiv

April 5

April 12
April 19
April 26
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Cashmere UMC and Pastor Cheryl Fear
Pray for God's children of all faiths.
Chelan: Lake Chelan UMC and Pastor Dan Breznau
Conconully UMC and Jack R. Schneider (DSA-LPA)

DSA = District Superintendent Assigned
LPA = Lay Person Assigned

LIMPOP = Limited Population Lay Pastor

OF = Fully Ordained in another denomination
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Opportunities

Upcoming Worship Highlights

April 5

April 12

April 19

April 26

Passion Sunday
The Road to the Cross
C ) %% %%% % 9%*0%

Resurrection Day
When Hope Won’t Stay Dead
The most ancient manuscripts of
Mark’s gospel close with the
women who found the risen Jesus
running away from him in fear,
saying nothing to anyone. We're not
told how the word got out, yet
somehow, others did learn of the
resurrection. How, then, did the
word get out — and what does the
story mean for us?

%% %*  %+* +, C ) %- %*

Not the Whole Story
The stories of scripture don't tell us
of all Jesus did. Nor do they limit
what Christ can continue to do in
and through us. Rather, they exist
to show us how to become
disciples — those who hear, tell, and
show the love of God in Christ.

% . %&* %

Are We Believable?
When witnesses testify in a trial, the
judge or jury must decide their
credibility — whether or not their
testimony is believable. One way to
do that is to ask whether things
match up. Does the person’s
behavior match their words? Does
the witness’s position go with what
witnessed? (Could the person have
seen or heard what is claimed?) Do
different parts of the story hold
together? Does the story match that
of other witnesses?
When we tell others about Christ,
whether we do it by words or by
deeds, they will judge our message
by our credibility. Have we
experienced the risen Christ? Are
we demonstrating, repentance,
forgiveness, and love?

+/ ) + -0

Ministry Opportunities

April 5 Liturgist John Lasik
Greeter
Usher Bob Johnston
Altar Betty Holmes
Coffee Hour Betty Holmes
April 12 Liturgist Ruthi Erdman
Greeter
Usher Bob Johnston
Altar Barbara Tate

Coffee Hour Janette Tureman

April 19 Liturgist Larry Lowther
Greeter
Usher Bob Johnston
Altar Diane Ota

Coffee Hour Dorothy Veto

April 26 Liturgist Betty Holmes
Greeter
Usher Bob Johnston
Altar David Cross

Coffee Hour Dodie Haight
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Buthdayy and Anwniversawies
for April

2, Max St. Brown
2, Jonny Erdman
14, Carmen Knoke
28, Wanda Munroe

If we've missed your birthday or anniversary,
PLEASE, let us know.

=
=\ DEADLINE:
Newsletter Articles

Monday, April 20
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Lovie’s Corner

Hi!

Spring is in the air! I can feel it, (some days). Although show is not quite
what 1'd consider a spring thing. The tulips in the courtyard are pushing
through the dirt, the trees are beginning to show signs of life and the
robins are back. Yep, spring is here! (Can you see me doing my happy
dance?)

The First week in April is Holy Week. I've been getting the rest of the
Y\ crew ready for a big week. It starts off with the Procession of the Palms
and the reading of the Passion story. Then comes Maundy Thursday and
the story of the last supper and Jesus washing the disciples feet. Good Friday is next. It's hard to
get around the “Good” part, until you realize what happens on Sunday! What a gift was given to us on
the cross. Jesus really does love us.

“Wilma” tells me that Bill and the trustees are trying to fix a water leak that's got mold growing on

the walls in the NE corner of the basement. So, if you come in and the church smells like bleach it's
because they are trying to kill said mold. Wilma is not so fond of the smell, but the smell of mold is
worse (and not healthy).

Miss Barbara has discovered that she can listen to youtube videos on the computer and she’s tells me
that she has discovered that she really like Southern Gospel. So that's what we have to listen to
now. So don't be alarmed if you hear her singing along. She just like to sing, 1 do too and if you
listen really hard you can hear my little squeaky voice. Sometimes I get the whole group of us
together and we have a grand time singing all the old gospel songs.

Well, enough for now. The tomb is empty and it's time to rejoice!

Lovie

! L] o} e} | o} Lol Lol e} | ol o] | o} e} Lol Lol -J!

i . Are you interested in

j AreYou Struggling with Depression? ! learning how to play

: i the handbells? We'll

I You Are Not Alone! i meet during a few
weeks of May and

i . . , i enjoy the fun and

i For more information about this 12-step pleasure of handbells.

+ Depressed Anonymous group, contact i Call the church office

I Rhonda at 509-962-5369 or email at i with your information,

i rbsmiley2002@yahoo.com. i 962-9257

i .

im o | o | o | o | o [INNe | o | o | o | o | o | o L} i
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Pledge Request for Loan Repayment

Our church has discovered that we owe the Internal Revenue Service a total of $18,413.38
for income tax withholding that was mistakenly not deposited with the IRS. In addition, we've
learned that Pastor Kathy was underpaid in 2007 and 2008 by a total of $1,624.76.

In order to pay these debts as soon as possible, several people have loaned money to the
church, which will need to be repaid over the next five years. We are asking for pledges to
make sure that we can repay those loans. We estimate that we will need an extra $200-$250
per month to stay current with our payments.

You may pledge for any length of time up to five years. (The loans were for a 5 year term at
5% interest.) If we receive more in monthly pledges than we need for our regular quarterly
payments, we’ll repay the loans more quickly. We'll let you know when all loans have been
repaid, and will automatically cancel your pledge.

You may change or renew your pledge at any time. To do that, send a note to Jean Spence
or Julie Large.

| have pledged $ per for a term of

(check which applies)  months __ quarters ____ years.

Thank you for your support.

Please keep this section for your records.

Special Pledge Form — Loan Repayment
This special pledge is made in order to help the church repay loans made to cover debts.

| pledge to pay:

$
(pledge amount)
per
(month, quarter, etc.)
for

(how long, up to 5 years)

or until all loans have been repaid, whichever is sooner.

Please cut out this section and place in the offering plate or send to the church office.
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Fromthe Pastor’s desk

The Generosity of Love

We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the churches of
Macedonia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For, as | can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their
means, and even beyond their means. (2 Corinthians 8:1-3)

| am overwhelmed by the generosity of this congregation. As of March 20, you have given enough
in gifts and loans — over $20,000 so far — to pay the principal on our debt to the IRS and
reimburse me for my unpaid wages. And you've done this in just over a week. This speaks highly
not only of your generosity, but also of your commitment — your belief that the ministry of the
church is worth our efforts.

This church provides a haven for those who value diversity, for those who long for acceptance
and compassion, for those who hunger for kindness and love. More than once, visitors have told
me “Everyone was so welcoming that | knew right away I'd found my church home.” The people
of this congregation are genuinely warm, caring, and affirming of others. They are a great gift to
one another and our community. | firmly believe that God wants us not only to survive as a
church, but to be an active witness in our community — a witness of God’s abundant love.

We face many challenges. We must raise enough money to ensure that all loans are repaid, as
well as to cover ongoing expenses. Our building needs extensive work, and as we consider what
we can do, we face difficult choices. Can we afford to keep the building? Can we afford to move?
How do we handle the building needs and still reach out in service to the community and the
world?

In all of this, we must keep our eyes firmly on the goal of Christ. We exist to serve Christ, to offer
Christ to all who do not know God’s love. To do this, Christ asks us to contribute our individual
gifts and talents to build up the Body of Christ. We do this so that as the loving community of
Christ, we can reach out with power in the name of Christ—with food for the hungry, water for the
thirsty, hope for the hopeless, and light for those in darkness.

We do not exist to give a job to the pastor, or to maintain a building, or to support our
denominational structure. If those things help us to accomplish our goal, then they are good — but
we should never let them get in the way of our primary

mission. If they do, we must be willing to give them up. .
Our Faithfulness...

So long as we serve Christ, we can afford to give up what | y\14rch 1 50 $3,154
we do not need. God promises us that when we serve
Christ, we will receive what we truly need. Therefore, let March 8 30 910
us declare with the Apostle Paul, “Forgetting what lies March 15 37 941
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, | press March 22 39 470
on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of
God in Christ Jgesus.” Am(fn Y March 29 30 657

Needed per week to meet our
~Pastor Kathy obligations, $2,341
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Mission Statement

The Ellensburg First United Methodist Church welcomes all and serves as a beacon of
love and justice in the community. We seek to discern and act upon God’s will through
worship, service and study.

210 N. Ruby Street
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Phone: 509-962-9257

Church e-mail: eburgumc@fairpoint.net
Kathy’s e-mail: pastor_umc@fairpoint.net
www.fairpoint.net/~ellensburgumc

\ First United Methodist Church

Rev. Katherine Makus, Pastor
Barbara Olexsy, Secretary

\ fy a Reconciling Congregation




