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Where Is Our Hope?Where Is Our Hope?Where Is Our Hope?Where Is Our Hope?    
 
As 2009 begins, we see a world full of suffering. In the United 
States, unemployment continues to rise and housing foreclosures 
continue. The lack of credit hampers development; meanwhile, hosts 
of existing companies prepare to close their doors.  
 
Around the world, millions die from hunger, disease, natural disaster, 

and warfare. AIDS has reached epidemic proportions throughout Africa. The Israeli 
invasion of the Gaza strip is killing hundreds of civilians. The war in Iraq drags on; the war 
in Afghanistan seems hardly to have started. Hatred, greed, and violence abound. 
 
Many in this country look to Barack Obama to lead us into renewed prosperity. Naturally, I 
hope he succeeds. But I also know that in the short run, the best he can do can’t possibly 
be enough. It is always harder to rebuild than it is to destroy. Even if Obama uses every 
available tool to improve our situation, things are sure to get worse before they start to get 
better.  
 
For most of us, 2009 is going to be a tough year. More than ever, we need to remember 
that as Christians, our hope does not rest in our homes, our jobs, or our presidents. Our 
hope is in Christ. 
 
As this new year begins, may we remember that NOTHING can separate us from the love 
of God in Christ. May we commit ourselves to each other as parts of the community of 
Christ—to encourage, support, help, and pray for each other, so that no one will have to 
face hardship alone. May we also commit ourselves to the Church universal, reaching out 
to our world with strength, comfort, and hope.  
 
May we do this because here and now, in our time of suffering, God calls us. God calls us 
to know the hope of Christ, to live the hope of Christ, and to share the hope of Christ with 
everyone we meet. 
 
May it be so. Amen and amen. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        KathyKathyKathyKathy    
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Evening Circle 
 

Wednesday, January 21 
7 p.m. 

 

Place:  Kay Forsythe 
            701 E. First 
            925-2356 
Hostess:  Susan Colwell 

1. Larry will tell the congregation about additional money needed to pay the benefits and 
building insurance outstanding bills. 

2. The church is in need of a Sunday Nursery attendant and a church organist.  Anyone 
interested or know of someone, let the office know. 

3. There is one more position to fill on the SPR Committee. 
4. Church Council is working on a draft of the 2009 church budget. 

Committee Meeting ScheduleCommittee Meeting ScheduleCommittee Meeting ScheduleCommittee Meeting Schedule    

UMW General 

Meeting 
 

Wednesday, January 7 
 

11:30 a.m. 

 

Dakota Café 

United Methodist Women Circle ScheduleUnited Methodist Women Circle ScheduleUnited Methodist Women Circle ScheduleUnited Methodist Women Circle Schedule    

Afternoon Circle 
 

Wednesday, January 21 
1:30 p.m. 

 

Hostess:  Lyda McKeeman 
Co-Hostess:  Trudi Johnson 
Place:  607 N. Sampson 
           925-1153 

 NeedsNeedsNeedsNeeds... 

PEANUT BUTTER 

Mac and Cheese 

TUNA 

Canned Meats 

Cereal (cold or hot) 

Fresh fruits and vegetables 

December Church Council HighlightsDecember Church Council HighlightsDecember Church Council HighlightsDecember Church Council Highlights    

Church Council 
 

Tuesday, January 6 
 

7 p.m. 
 

Conference Room 

Worship Committee 
 

TBA  
 

3:30 p.m. 
 

Pastor’s Office 

SPRC 

TBA 

Conference Room 

the “Helpers” 
Canned soups 

Egg Cartons 

18 count EGG CARTONS 

Personal Hygiene Products 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2  Bible 

Study at 
Hearthstone, 
11 a.m. 

3 

4 
 
 
Iglesia Aposto-
lica, 4 p.m. 

5 6  Faith Baptist 
Kids, 5 p.m.    
  
 

 

Church  
Council, 7 p.m. 

7  Faith Baptist 
Bible Study, 7 p.m. 
 
Iglesia Aposto-
lica, 6 p.m. 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 
 
 
 

 
Service of Remem-
brance, 7 p.m. 

20 21 22 23 24 
PNW Confer-
ence Young 
Adults, noon-

6 p.m. 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

Super 1  

Sunday 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

January 2009 
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January 4         Royal City UMC and Bill Altenhein (DSA-LIMPOP) 
January 11        Selah UMC and Pastor Rex Van Beek 
January 18       Sunnyside UMC and Pastor Larry Spaur 
January 25       Tieton Highland UMC and First Presbyterian and Pastor Lowell Murphree 

If we’ve missed your birthday or  

anniversary, PLEASE, let us know.  

 

19, Sophia Rosales 
22, Susan Calvin 
 
 

 4, Gerry Sorenson 
 9, Ken Gamon 
12, Michael Lasik 
18, Glen Richeson 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for JanuaryBirthdays and Anniversaries for JanuaryBirthdays and Anniversaries for JanuaryBirthdays and Anniversaries for January    

Sunday Worship Service at 10 a.m. 
 

Nursery is available 
 

A Fellowship Coffee hour follows 
 

All Are Welcome 
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Please remember these congregations in your prayers this monthPlease remember these congregations in your prayers this monthPlease remember these congregations in your prayers this monthPlease remember these congregations in your prayers this month::::    



Ministry Opportunities 
 

January 4             Liturgist           John Lasik 
                             Greeter      
                             Usher              Bob Johnston 
                             Altar                David Cross 
                             Coffee Hour    Jean Spence 
 
January 11           Liturgist           Ruthi Erdman 
                             Greeter 
                             Usher              Bob Johnston 
                             Altar                Betty Holmes 
                             Coffee Hour    Julie Large 
 
January 18           Liturgist           Larry Lowther 
                             Greeter 
                             Usher              Bob Johnston 
                             Altar                Barbara Tate 
                             Coffee Hour    Ruthi Erman 
 
January 25           Liturgist           Betty Holmes 
                             Greeter 
                             Usher              Bob Johnston 
                             Altar                Diane Ota 
                             Coffee Hour    Karen Lasik     
 
 

Upcoming Worship Highlights 
 

January 4            Epiphany Sunday 
                            Another Road 
                                To find Christ today, we should not 

look in the places of power; he is 
with the poor. To find hope, we 
should not ask the great and mighty 
of our world; hope is hidden in the 
small places, among the weak. To 
find our future, we should not look 
to the high places of earthly power, 
but to the one who comes as a 
child, and is as close as our own 
hearts 

                                Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14,  
                                Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12    
 

January 11          Baptism of the Lord 
                            Remember You Are Loved  
                            Baptism is a sign of God’s love for 

us. By renewing our baptismal 
vows, we remind ourselves that we 
are God’s beloved children. 
Psalm 29, Genesis 1:1-5, 
Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11 

                                  

January 18          Human Relations Day 
                            Confronting the Enemy 
                                The only way to create real peace, 

whether personal or corporate, is to 
answer violence not with retaliation 
but with persistent, loving justice. 

                                Psalm 33:1-5, Luke 6:27-36  
 

January 25          Reconciling Sunday 
                            All Means ALL 

We are called to a radical 
inclusiveness in which all are 
welcome, all are loved, all are 
respected.    
Psalm 146:5-10, John 15:15-17 
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OpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunities    

Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Service of 

 Remembrance 

 

Monday, January 19, 2009 

7 p.m. 
 

 
Sponsored by the Kittitas County Coalition for Hu-
man Rights 
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Lovie’s Corner 

Happy New Year! 
 
Winter is finally here and with a vengeance!  As I write this it’s 
December 17 and it’s 12 degrees.  Boy is it cold.  Wilma,  Chris, Slim, 
Sammy, Emily, Louie, Martha, Bobby, and Clara and I are trying to stay 
warm.   If you see one of us running around like a chicken with it’s head 
cut off it’s ‘cuz we’re trying to get the blood flowing again. 
 
Chris tells me that one of our cousins in Naches was hunted down and 
killed by Miss Barbara’s daughter’s cats.  It’s been a hard time.  He also 
reports that some of our relatives are being very inconsiderate at Jean 

Spence’s house.  You know every family has a few bad eggs.  Miss Jean, we are so sorry that these 
hooligans are causing so much trouble. 
 
I’ve noticed that it’s been very cold in the sanctuary.  Mr. Bill replaced the 59 year old thermostat.  
He thinks everything is working now.   I think that the church got its monies worth. 
 
Well, I’m back, it’s January 8.  Christmas has come and gone and the New Year is here.  Right now 
there’s flooding here in town and also on the west side of the Cascades.  All the east-west passes 
are closed, Perkins has water running through it, oh my!   So far there have been no leaks in the 
church office.  Miss Barbara is very happy, so are the Trustees. 
 
January 12—things are drying out.  All my friends in West Ellensburg got a little wet,  but they 
didn’t need to come and stay like the “library mice” did last year.   
 
Well, it’s a new year and a time to start over.  Don’t forget to read God’s love letter to us (the Bible).  
He really does love us! 
 

                                                                                                  LovieLovieLovieLovie 

UMW Spiritual Retreat  
 

May 30- June 1, 2009 
  

(Sat 1pm- Mon noon)  
Yakima Red Lion  

 

We Lift Our Hearts, Hands and Voices 
 
 

For more information, talk to Kay Forsythe. 
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This and That This and That This and That This and That     

2009 UMW Reading Program 
 
This program is for everyone, including children.  The books that have been or-
dered for 2009 are: 
 

Education:  Three Cups of Tea: building schools in Pakistan 
                   Lifting Up Hope, Living Out Justice:  Methodist Women and the Social Gospel 
 
Nurturing for Community:  Here If You Need Me:  Chaplin for Maine Search and Rescue 
 
Social Action:  Confronting the Controversies:  Biblical perspectives on tough issues 
                        They Take Our Jobs!: and 20 other myths about immigration 
 
Spiritual Growth:  Matthew:  The Book of Mercy 
 
Children’s Social Action:  Four Feet, Two Sandals: Strength, courage and hope of refugees 
 
Youth Social Action:  A Little Piece of Ground:  Life in Palestine 
 
These books and the ones from last year are located in the Conference Room.  They can be 
checked out there.  The complete catalogue of books can be found there also. 
 
 

Books for Sale 
 

Check out the books in 
the Fellowship Hall.  
The books are for sale 
and the monies go to 
the Unified Budget. 
 
Buy a book, read it and 
bring it back for some-
one else to buy.   
 
What an easy way to 
give money to the 
church. 

  Easy Black Forest Trifle 
 
1 pkg chocolate cake mix 
2 sm pkg instant chocolate pudding 
mix 
2 cans cherry pie filling 
1 lg container of Cool Whip 

 
Make cake as directed.  Cool 
 
Make pudding as directed. 
 
Put some pudding in bottom of trifle bowl or any 
large round deep sided container. 
 
Cut up cooled cake and add a layer to the pudding.  
Cover with half of the remaining pudding.  Cover 
with 1 can cherry pie filling.  Cover with half of the 
Cool Whip.  Repeat layers, ending with Cool Whip.   
 
Decorate with shaved chocolate (optional).  
 
It won’t last long.  YUMMY! 
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This and That This and That This and That This and That (con’t.) 
First United Methodist Church  

Important Albertsons Community Partners Action Item  
You Must Re-link Your Card To Keep Our Program Successful!  

 

Dear Friends,  
As many of you know, we have been earning much needed funding through the Albertsons 
Community Partners Program. We need your help to continue earning funds.  

Even if you have linked your Preferred Savings Card to our organization in the past, 
you need to re-link your card number in order for us to continue earning funds. Link 
(or re-link) your Albertsons Preferred Savings card to our organization now at:  

WWW.ALBERTSONSCP.COM  

All you need is your Preferred Savings Card Number and our Organization ID. It will only take a 
minute and will help us greatly.  

If you do not know your Preferred Savings Card Number, please call: (877) 932-7948.  

Our Organization ID# is: 49000124360  

You must re-link your card at the website above by February 28, 2009 in order to keep 
earning funds for our organization.  

Please pass this notice around to your friends, relatives, co-workers and neighbors 
so they can link their cards for us as well.  

If you do not have a Preferred Savings card, you can get one at any Albertsons or online at 
Albertsons.com.  

Every time you shop at Albertsons and scan your linked Preferred Savings Card, we will earn back 
up to 4% of your shopping dollars!  

Thank you for your support! 

P.S.  If you don’t have a computer, please call the church office, 962-9257 and 
Barbara can re-link for you. 

Cool Websites…Cool Websites…Cool Websites…Cool Websites…    
 
...www.cutethingsfallingasleep.org 
...www.godtube.com 
...www.cokesbury.com 
...www.cbd.com 
...www.citizensam.org 
...www.divinepeace.com/yellow/ 
...and, of course,  
www.fairpoint.net/~ellensburgumc 

Reconciling Sunday 
 

January 25, 2009 



210 N. Ruby Street 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 

First United Methodist Church 

Phone: 509-962-9257 
Church e-mail: eburgumc@fairpoint.net 
Kathy’s e-mail: pastor_umc@fairpoint.net 
www.fairpoint.net/~ellensburgumc 

a Reconciling Congregation 

Rev. Katherine Makus, Pastor 
Barbara Olexsy, Secretary 

Mission  StatementMission  StatementMission  StatementMission  Statement    
The Ellensburg First United Methodist Church welcomes all and serves as a beacon of 
love and justice in the community.  We seek to discern and act upon God’s will through 
worship, service and study. 


