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From the Pastor’s desk...

The Financial Crisis: A Jesus Perspective

As the global financial crisis worsens, people of faith
respond in a variety of ways. Some claim that our
financial hardship is God’s punishment, while others turn
to God, asking God to increase their prosperity and
restore their wealth.

Jesus, however, suggested a different approach — not
blaming God for our hardships, not seeking to restore our
wealth — but rather seeking to change our attitude
towards money and possessions. Consider some of Jesus’
words:

e How hard it will be for those who have wealth to
enter the kingdom of God! (Mark 10:23b)

e No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will
either hate the one and love the other, or be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and wealth. (Luke 16:13)

e Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not
refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.
(Matthew 5:42)

e If anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for
them again. (Luke 6:30b)

e Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses
for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near
and no moth destroys. (Luke 12:23)

¢ None of you can become my disciple if you do
not give up all your possessions. (Luke 14:33)

e Do not worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or
'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?' For
it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things;
and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you
need all these things. (Matthew 6:31-32)

Many people forget that when Jesus said these words, he

was not speaking to the wealthy and powerful. He
was speaking to the poor, to people at subsistence
level, people far poorer than most of us. Jesus must
have realized what we sometimes forget — that the
desire for money is not limited to the wealthy. Rich
and poor alike become caught up in the quest for
money and possessions. The rich worry about
keeping them, the poor worry about getting them,
and all miss out on the abundance of Christ.

The abundant living Jesus provides does not consist
of an abundance of material possessions. Rather, it
involves spiritual wealth, giving generously to others,
and being content with having enough for today
(“give us this day our daily bread”). Follow Christ and
you will receive what you need—even if the way of
Christ leads you through suffering and death. For
Jesus, the core issue isn’t having wealth, it’s having
trust.

This is true for the world economy today. Experts tell
us that financial misfeasance wasn’t the primary
cause of our economic collapse. Rather, the collapse
resulted from the loss of confidence caused by that
misfeasance. Banks stopped lending, people stopped
spending, jobs disappeared, investors lost confidence
in the market, and the economy quickly spiraled
downward.

In economically troubled times, our first instinct is to
prepare for adversity by saving and protecting what
we have. Nevertheless, Jesus’ call to (do | dare say
it?) share the wealth is the true path to community
abundance. In our spiritual lives, giving expresses our
gratitude for the gifts God has given us, affirms our
faith that God provides for our true needs, and
shows our love for others. Generosity helps us grow
in faith, increases our sense of purpose, and builds
the community that sustains us.

(Continued on page 7)




February Chwwrch Council Highlighty
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Lynne Whelan is getting up to speed on the Treasurer’s job.

Lent will start with an Ash Wednesday Service at 5:30 p.m.
Kathy told of a Rotary Bed and Breakfast program.

Trustees have identified some things that need immediate action.

Committee Meeting Schedule

Church Council
Tuesday, March 3
7 p.m.

Conference Room

Worship Committee
Tuesday, March 31
3:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Office

SPRC
TBA

Conference Room

PEANUT BUTTER
Mac and Cheese
TUNA

Canned Meats
Cereal (cold or hot)

Fresh fruits and vegetables

the "Helpers”

Canned soups

Egg Cartons

18 count EGG CARTONS
Personal Hygiene Products

United Methodist Womewn Circle Schedule

UMW General Meeting
%
11:30 a.m.
The Palace

Afternoon Circle Evening Circle
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Intergenerational Sunday School, 9 a.m

Sunday Worship Service at 10 a.m.
M 2 O O 9 Nursery is available
A Fellowship Coffee hour follows

All Are Welcome
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Opportunities

Upcoming Worship Highlights
March 1 Walking the Wilderness Ways
God knows that our faithfulness will
lead us into difficult places, but God
also gives us support to see us
through.

Psalm 25:1-10, Genesis 9:8-17,
1 Peter 3:18-22

Where Do You Put Your Mind?
How we see life, death, suffering,
and hope depends on our attitudes.
Looking at life from God’s
perspective can help us put other
matters in perspective.

Psalm 22:23-31, Mark 8:31-38

March 8

March 15 The Wonderful Foolishness of
God

In the light of human suffering, the
message of God’s love may seem
foolish, but the foolishness of God
is stronger and more trustworthy
than all human wisdom.

Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

March 22 One Great Hour of Sharing
The Sign of Life

In the cross, the means of death
becomes the sign of life. The story
of Jesus’ crucifixion and
resurrection holds the promise of
God’s abundant life available to us.
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-2,

Numbers 21:4-9, John 3:14-21
March 29 Letting Go

Salvation — the process of
becoming whole — requires that
some things within us must die so
that other things may grow and
flourish. Christ helps us to release
the attitudes and habits that no
longer serve us, while guiding us
into the way of life.

Psalm 51:1-12, John 12:20-33

Ministry Opportunities

Newsletter Articles
Friday, March 20

—
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March 1 Liturgist John Lasik
Greeter
Usher Bob Johnston
Altar David Cross
Coffee Hour Carmen Knoke
March 8 Liturgist Ruthi Erdman
Greeter
Usher Bob Johnston
Altar Betty Holmes
Coffee Hour Jean Spence
March 15 Liturgist Larry Lowther
Greeter
Usher Bob Johnston
Altar Barbara Tate
Coffee Hour Julie Large
March 22 Liturgist Betty Holmes
Greeter
Usher Bob Johnston
Altar Diane Ota
Coffee Hour Ruthi Erdman
March 29 Liturgist Sue Barrigan
Greeter
Usher Bob Johnston
Altar David Cross
Coffee Hour Aeimee Stinson
Buthdayy and Anwniversawies
for Mawch
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If we've missed your birthday or anniversary,
PLEASE, let us know.
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Lovie’s Corner
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For more information, talk to Kay Forsythe.
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Reconciling Ministries

In June of 1997, our congregation declared itself as a “Reconciling Congregation”
following three and one-half years of study and discussion. When we declared
ourselves as “reconciling” we became part of the national movement within the
denomination. The reason for adopting our “Statement of Reconciliation” indi-
cates our congregation is open and we welcome all who wish to participate fully
in the life of our congregation free from discrimination because of age, sexuality,
economic status, etc.

The Reconciling Congregation Program began in the early 1980’s in response to
REcoNcILING MINISTRIES NETWORK ~ action taken at General Conference (GC) beginning in 1972 at which time exclu-
sionary wording was inserted into the social principles of the Discipline. About

the same time as our congregation declared itself “reconciling” people from other reconciling congrega-
tions in the conference started meeting on a regular basis to share ideas and information with each other.
We have developed into an active network of people who are actively working on justice issues for those
people marginalized by our society. That is an advantage of being a part of this movement. It offers us
opportunities to

o Join with others interested in justice issues relating to those people marginalized by the church

due to their sexual orientation or gender identity

e Reach out in ministry to sexual minorities offering a welcome

o Validates parents and families with homosexual or transgendered members

e Share information and concerns

At the beginning of each of our meetings, those present share information about their respective congrega-
tions. At the January meeting, representatives from three different congregations shared how the denomi-
national stance on homosexuality is adversely affecting membership. The one that really caught my atten-
tion is in one of our conference churches where two men have been participating in church services and
were giving serious consideration to becoming members. Since learning what the church Discipline says
about homosexuality they are now reluctant to commit to church membership even though they feel very
welcome in this particular congregation and the members of the congregation would like them to join. The
pastor was hoping to meet with them and encourage them to become a part of the church and join in the
work to change the statement in the Discipline.

Our network of reconciling folk composed of both lay and clergy is growing and more are beginning to par-
ticipate in our regular meetings. Our activities include advocating for the full inclusion of sexual minorities
in the life of the church. We propose legislation about various justice issues for annual conference each
year, have an informational table at annual conference, and have just presented the seventh Sunday after-
noon “Gathering” at the Des Moines church where we provide information and education about issues of
interest. Chuck and I usually attend the regular meetings and would welcome others to attend with us.
These network meetings are now set to take place in Tacoma for the spring dates and take place on a Sat-
urday from noon to 4 p.m.

This congregation is to be commended for adopting our reconciling stance. We do need to remember that
“reconciling” is an action verb and until we can be “reconciled” we are still on the journey.

Submitted by Dodie Haight
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(Continued from page 1)

In coming weeks, we will learn about the many financial challenges our church faces. At the same time, we will be
asked to give generously to the needs of others: Max and Johnny’s mission trip to Mexico, the fight against malaria,
our local FISH food bank. As we hear and respond to these needs, what will guide us? Let us not succumb to fear.
We are God’s people, a strong community of love. Let us move forward with courage, giving what we can, doing
what we can, and trusting in God’s abundant goodness forever.

Pastor Rathy

One Great Hour of Shawring
Sunday, Mawch 22

Giving to One Great Hour of Sharing Offering allows UMCOR to be a good steward of God'’s gifts while
meeting daily needs all around the world. Gifts to this offering underwrite UMCOR'’s costs of doing busi-
ness, ensuring that 100 percent of gifts for specific projects go directly to people in need.

YOUR GIFTS WORK THREE WAYS

Keep the Lights On

Most gifts coming to UMCOR have been designated for specific programs-and those programs receive
100 percent of those gifts. So part of the One Great Hour of Sharing offering plus a small percentage of
other general donations support UMCOR's cost of doing business.

Fill-in Fundraising
Donations to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering also assist UMCOR programs that have not been fully
funded through designated Advance gifts.

Answering Jesus' Call
United Methodists' donations often become the springboard for additional funding.

The compassion of Jesus makes all things new. As Christians we're called to do the same: to offer the
hands, the heart and the hope of the church wherever people are suffering. Your gifts to the One Great
Hour of Sharing, channeled through UMCOR, enable the church to answer that call.

i
fF\ A Our Faithfulness...
| o] TTe .
7 Calling All Men Februaryl 45 $2,834
/ February 8 42 903
. . . February 15 33 1,169
United Methodist Men Annual Meeting
) _ February 22 33 1,135
Audubon Park United Methodist Church, Spokane
Saturday, April 18, 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Needed per week to meet our obli-
See Pastor Kathy for more information. gations, $2,341
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Mission Statement

The Ellensburg First United Methodist Church welcomes all and serves as a beacon of
love and justice in the community. We seek to discern and act upon God’s will through
worship, service and study.

March

210 N. Ruby Street
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Phone: 509-962-9257

Church e-mail: eburgumc@fairpoint.net
Kathy’s e-mail: pastor_umc@fairpoint.net
www.fairpoint.net/~ellensburgumc

\ First United Methodist Church

Rev. Katherine Makus, Pastor
Barbara Olexsy, Secretary

\ f? a Reconciling Congregation




