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Fram the Fasto’s Deskh...

What Is the Place of Politics in Worship?

“I think church should keep out of politics,” a young friend of mine said recently. “I believe in the separation of
church and state.”

| don’t go to church to hear about politics,” another friend said. “I go to worship God.”

“Surely our faith needs to speak to the great social issues of our time,” a fellow-pastor told me. “After all, Method-
ists have a long tradition of social action. And if we don’t talk about it in worship, where do we get the message
out?”

A seminary professor said, “People who think politics should be kept out of religion haven’t read their Bibles. The
Bible is a profoundly political document. You can’t preach the Bible without getting political.”

Recently, our church’s administrative council held an intense and sometimes painful discussion about the place of
politics in our worship services. Questions raised include:

+ Do politics have a place in church at all? Should we avoid speaking of current politically-sensitive issues and
speak only of underlying biblical principles, allowing people to make their own applications? Or are we morally
bound to apply scripture as a church community to the specific issues facing our society and our world?

+ Should we try to be as open to political diversity as we are to other forms of diversity? If so, what do we need to
change or do to be more open?

¢ What counts as “political?” By law, the church can’t engage in party politics (support one party or candidate over
another) without losing its tax exemption. It can, though, comment on political issues, including specific legisla-
tion. But even though the church can do this, should it? Should there be limits (other than the legal ones) on the
what issues we deal with? If so, what should those limits be?

¢ How concerned do we need to be about the way visitors respond to political state-

ments? Should we establish principles and stand for them, without worrying what visi-
tors might think? Or is it more important to avoid giving prominence to political issues so

as not to risk driving away visitors? Church Council Minutes

Committee Meeting

+ If we think the church should speak to the social/political issues of our time, where and | schedule
how should it do this? Should we leave these issues out of worship, but address them
elsewhere (newsletter articles, social concerns committee, etc.)? If there is a place for
them in worship, where? Are political references okay in sermons? Announcements? Calendar
The congregational prayer? Other places?

UMW Circle Schedule

Sermon Topics

What do you think? The Administrative Council, liturgists, worship committee members, and | Lovie’s Corner
| welcome your thoughts and insights. Please share your opinion with us. (See names and

contact information elsewhere in this newsletter.) This and That

This and That (con’t)
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Octabier Chunch Council Fighlights

1. The search continues for a nursery attendant.
Trustees have set the priorities for the major projects, 1, Kitchen appliances; 2. Roof Repair; 3. Wall and
sill repair and 4. Sanctuary carpet replacement.
Fall pledge drive will start soon.
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Committee Meeting Schedule
Church Council Trustees Worship Committee
SPRC
Tuesday, Nov. 3 TBA Sunday, Nov. 15 Tuesday, Nov. 24
7 p.m. After Worship 2:30 p.m.
Conference Room
Conference Room Conference Room Pastor’s Office
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Hostess: Dorothy Cheshier
Co-Hostess: Jeannette Burt
Place: 2005 E. First Ave.
925-2209
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Place: Kay Forsythe
701 E. First Ave
925-2356
Refreshments: Carmen Knoke
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\/ THANKSCGIVING
Office Closed
Soup & Bread 30
Lunch, free,
open to public
Super 1
Sunday
Bithdays and Unniversaies for November 2009
11, Bill Lipsky 14, Elizabeth Kibbe 28, Richard & Barbara Tate (A)

Kendra Munroe

John Lasik

13, Tad Forsythe

Don Brontsema
22, Carol Cross
27, Dodie Haight

30, Betty Lowther

Please remembien these congregations in your prayens this month:

Kennewick First Church and Pastors Roger Barr and Doug Mowry
Kennewick West Highlands Church and Pastor Edward Branham
Leavenworth Church and Pastor Roger Hudson
Mabton Church and Lay Missioner Ruben Escalera

November 1
November 8
November 15
November 22
November 29
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Pray for our Government Leaders
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Oppotunities for Sexvice

Upcoming Worship Highlights

October 25

November 1

November 8

November 15

November 22

November 29

Don’t Shut Up, Cry Out
It's always okay to ask God for help
Psalm 34:1-8, Mark 10:46-52

Jesus Loves Us When We
Stink

Jesus loves us enough to find us in
all our stinky messes and raise us
up into new life.

Psalm 24, John 11:32-44

Extravagant Generosity

God asks us to give, not prudently,
but extravagantly — for our own
sakes, not just the sake of others.
Psalm 42, Mark 12:38-44

Passionate Worship

Worship — true worship — expresses
our deep need for God and our
enormous gratitude for God’s
presence with us.

Psalm 113, Hebrews 10:11-25

Christ the King/Thanksgiving
Sunday

Risk-Taking Service

Jesus insisted on doing the work he
came to do in the world even
though it meant his death. What
risks are we willing to take for the
sake of serving God’s love?

Psalm 132:1-5, 11-18,

John 18:33-37

1% Sunday of Advent

An Intentional Faith

The Gospel writer expected Jesus’
immediate return, which made it
urgent for people to be diligent in
faith. What motivates us to grow in
faith when we don’t share that
sense of urgency?

Psalm 25:1-10, Luke 21:25-36

Ministry Opportunities

October 25

November 1

November 8

November 15

November 22

Liturgist
Greeter
Usher

Altar

Coffee Hour

Liturgist
Greeter
Usher

Altar

Coffee Hour

Liturgist
Greeter
Usher

Altar

Coffee Hour

Liturgist
Greeter
Usher

Altar

Coffee Hour

Liturgist
Greeter
Usher

Altar

Coffee Hour

Betty Holmes

Bob Johnston
Barbara Tate
Kay Forsythe

John Lasik
Bob Johnston

Diane Ota
Dodie Haight

Larry Lowther
Bob Johnston
David Cross
Jean S[ence
Ruthi Erdman
Bob Johnston

Betty Holmes
Carmen Knoke

Betty Holmes
Bob Johnston

Barbara Tate
Ruthi Erdman
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November 29 Liturgist Betty Holmes (?)
Greeter
Usher Bob Johnston
Altar Diane Ota
Coffee Hour Julie Large
Seup and Bread Luncheon

©

Sunday, November 29

& Bréad 12 pm—?
Luncheon
This event is free and will be open to the
public.

Chrigtian Vigitor



Lavie’s Corner

Hil

T can't believe that summer is gone and autumn has started. The leaves
haven't started to turn yet, but with the cool nights it won't be long.

Well, if I keep putting this off all the leaves will be off the trees.

It's been cold in the church ‘cuz the boiler has decided not to work. Miss
Barbara finally found someone who might be able to fix it. "Cousin Wilma"
says that Miss Sarah, from the school district, has been keeping the
North East corner of the Fellowship Hall pretty warm. “Cousin Wilma"
makes sure that she doesn't scare anyone.

Well, there's a lot happening around here, the creative auction, I stayed hidden, but I get very
excited at auctions, so if you heard a squeaky little voice trying to up the bid, that was me.

Time will be changing and Thanksgiving is coming. Then comes Christmas. Where did the year go?

I pray that you will have a great Thanksgiving with your families and friends.

Lovie
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Jhis and That

UMW World Thanlk
Offering

Last year our UMW collected $94 in

their World Thank Offering. We invite
all church women to participate, this year, or start
now for next year!

This spirit of giving from our abundance continues
from 1887. United Methodist Women all over the
country forego small luxuries, like a cup of coffee,
and drop their “least coins” into World Thank
Offering collection boxes. When pooled with other
World Thank offerings, these coins total more than
1.8 million dollars for mission.
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Z (,} 7 Itis getting increasingly hard to get the

b &, hewsletter out on time.

&

AD1} If your articles aren’t into me by 15th of the
month they will NOT be included in the current newslet-
ter. | will, however, include them in the next one, if they
aren’t time sensitive.

| know that part of the problem has been my erratic
work schedule, but I'm trying to rectify that by getting
back to a regular schedule.

Thank you for your patience,

Barbara
&
Our Faithfulness...
August 23 38 1284
August 30 36 691
September 6 35 2283
September 13 38 3071
September 20 42 465
September 27 56 679
October 4 37 1921
October 11 39 1099
October 18 49 1129
October 25 47 2205
Needed per week to meet our obligations,
$2,341.

Social Principles Corner

[This is the first in a series of excerpts from the Social
Principles of the United Methodist Church. One does
not have to agree with them to be a good Methodist, but
as good Methodists we need to be aware of the stands
that our church has officially taken on important social
questions. We start with the United Methodist Social
Creed]

We believe in God, Creator of the world, and in
Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of creation. We believe in
the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God's
gifts, and we repent of our sin in misusing these gifts to
idolatrous ends.

We affirm the natural world as God's handiwork and
dedicate ourselves to its preservation, enhancement,
and faithful use by humankind.

We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the
blessings of community, sexuality, marriage and the
family.

We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women,
children, youth, young adults, the aging, and people with
disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; and to
the rights and dignity of all persons.

We believe in the right and duty of persons to work
for the glory of God and the good of themselves and
others and in the protection of their welfare in so doing;
in the rights to property as a trust from God, collective
bargaining, and responsible consumption; and in the
elimination of economic and social distress.

We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the
world, to the rule of justice and law among nations, and
to individual freedom for all people of the world.

We believe in the present and final triumph of God's
Word in human affairs and gladly accept our
commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the
world. Amen.
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Jhis and Fhat (continued )

FAITH LEADERS’ STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR WASHINGTON FAMILIES
AND THE DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP LAW

Religious leaders before us have spoken to end slavery, and to ensure equal rights to all persons regardless of gen-
der, nationality, religion, and race. Today, we feel compelled to speak out in support of Washington’s domestic part-
nership law which provides essential protections to families throughout the state.

As people of faith, we oppose any effort to take away the rights and protections provided to families through our
state’s domestic partnership law.

As providers of pastoral care to families, we know that gay and lesbian couples form loving, lasting, committed rela-
tionships, raise children and grow old together. These couples and their children have the same needs and deserve
the same rights as their heterosexual peers. We also know that the domestic partnership law provides important pro-
tections to non-gay couples where one partner is at least 62 years of age.

As faith leaders, we care about all Washington families. We have seen first-hand the burdens on a family facing
death or iliness without important legal and financial protections, from access to healthcare, to the right to visit a part-
ner in the hospital, to the right to make medical decisions for one’s own children. We have felt the worry that exists
when a parent who is a firefighter or police officer goes off to work each morning knowing that if something happens
to her, there won'’t be support for her family.

The domestic partnership law is about the relationship between the State and families. Clergy and faith communities
will remain free, just as they always have been, and always will be, to determine for themselves their own religious
matters.

We join as the signers of this statement, as a principled expression of our deeply held religious convictions. We stand
in support of all of Washington’s families.

Udept a FHettle for Christmas

Would you be willing to give two or three hours this Christmas season to help
make life better for hundreds of people in need? The Salvation Army is look-
ing for organizations and individuals to oversee a kettle site for a few hours, a
! day, or several days during their annual kettle campaign.

The yearly Kettle Campaign is the Salvation Army’s only fundraising event of
the year. 90% of the money gathered in Ellensburg stays within our commu-
nity, providing a host of services and supplies to people in need. Whether it's
school supplies and summer camp for low-income children; vouchers for
transportation, emergency lodging, clothing, prescriptions, rental and utility assistance; or disaster relief
(flood or fire); the Salvation Army is there to help.

In order to reduce overhead costs, the Salvation Army would like to cover 65% of kettle hours with volun-
teers. The rest will be covered by paid workers who need the income to get them through the winter.

Can you help? The Salvation Army welcomes individual as well as group volunteers. If we get enough peo-
ple, we could sponsor a kettle as a congregation. We would take on a kettle location for a day, arranging
for shifts to be covered. It could also be good advertising: partner groups are encouraged to put out signs
telling who they are. We can even be creative about costumes, singing, playing instruments, and so on.

The campaign will take place from November 27" to December 24™. We need to notify the Salvation Army
by November 10 if we plan to participate. If you're interested in being part of a group, please call the
church office (962-9257). To volunteer individually, call Kahlia Gabbard at 509-607-3735.
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Mission Statement

The Ellensburg First United Methodist Church welcomes all and serves as a beacon of
love and justice in the community. We seek to discern and act upon God’s will through
worship, service and study.

First United Methodist Church

210 N. Ruby Street
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Phone: 509-962-9257

Church e-mail: eburgumc@fairpoint.net
Kathy’s e-mail: pastor_umc@fairpoint.net
www.fairpoint.net/~ellensburgumc

Rev. Katherine Makus, Pastor
Barbara Olexsy, Secretary

a Reconciling Congregation

RECONGILING MINISTRIES NETWORK




